
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Professional Diploma Programs

Advanced Traditional Chinese Medicine Diploma

Overall expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to have a 
broadened perspective with which to engage in collaborative interactions with TCM doctors 
and other health care practitioners and patients, as well as the ability to synthesize 
knowledge, engage in scientific and scholarly inquiry and to think critically and creatively.

Specific expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to be able to 
function as a primary, independent health care provider with in-depth comprehensive 
understanding of TCM theory, the ability to deliver logical and accurate diagnoses, and to 
provide effective and integrative treatment modalities including acupuncture, Chinese herbal 
medicine, tuina massage, TCM nutrition and exercise.

Equivalent standard: This program is designed according to the standard of the Doctoral 
Degree program in Oriental Medicine in the United States. It exceeds the requirement for 
Doctor of TCM (3250 hours) in British Columbia, Canada.

Requirement: This program requires a minimum of 4220 hours, five academic years full 
time, or four years intensive, or six to eight years part time to complete. 

Practitioner of Traditional Chinese Medicine Diploma

Overall expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to have 
comprehensive knowledge in the theory and diagnosis of traditional Chinese medicine. 
Specific expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to have the 
practical experience and skills necessary to be an independent TCM practitioner who will 
provide patients with quality and effective treatments using a wide range of TCM modalities 
including acupuncture, Chinese herbal medicine and tuina massage.

Equivalent standard: This program is equivalent to the Masters degree programs in 
acupuncture/Oriental medicine offered in the United States. It meets the eligibility 
requirements for acupuncture, Chinese herbology and Asian bodywork therapy certification 
examination of NCCAOM. Graduates of this program qualify for the licensing examination for 
TCM practitioners in British Columbia, Canada.

Requirement: This program requires a minimum of 2880 hours, four academic years full 
time, or three years intensive, or four to eight years part-time to complete.

Chinese Herbal Medicine Diploma

Overall expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to have 
comprehensive training in the theory and diagnosis of TCM and Chinese herbal treatment. 
Specific expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to be able to 
practice Chinese herbal medicine and related modalities such as medicated diet and Taiji 
qigong for common diseases as an independent practitioner.

Equivalent standard: Graduates of this program are eligible for the NCCAOM Chinese 



herbology certification and licensing examination for Chinese herbalists in British Columbia.

Requirement: This program requires a minimum of 2260 hours, three academic years full 
time or four to six years part-time to complete.

Acupuncture Diploma

Overall expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to have 
comprehensive training in the theory and diagnosis of TCM and acupuncture treatment.

Specific expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to be able to 
practice acupuncture and related modalities such as tuina massage and Taiji qigong for 
common diseases as an independent practitioner or in conjunction with other treatment 
modalities.

Equivalent standard: Graduates of this program are eligible for the NCCAOM acupuncture 
certification and licensing examination for acupuncturists in British Columbia.

Requirement: This program requires a minimum of 2260 hours, three academic years full 
time, or two years intensive, or three to six years part-time to complete.

Tuina Massage Diploma

Overall expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to have 
comprehensive training in the theory and diagnosis of TCM and tuina treatments.

Specific expectation: After completing this program, the student is expected to be able to 
practice tuina massage and related modalities such as Taiji qigong for common diseases as an 
independent practitioner or in conjunction with other treatment modalities.

Equivalent standard: Graduates of this program are eligible for the NCCAOM Asian 
bodywork therapy certification.

Requirement: This program requires minimum of 2260 hours, three academic years full 
time, or two years intensive, or three to six years part-time to complete.

Certificate Programs

These programs are introductions to single modalities that also include fundamental theory 
of TCM. They provide the opportunity for the students to experience the study of TCM. All 
courses required in these programs are also required for the diploma programs. They can be 
counted as part of the other programs if the students wish to continue after the completion of 
the certificate programs. Students who have successfully completed any of the certificate 
programs are qualified for Holistic Practitioner Licensing in Toronto.

Acupuncture (300 hours)
Chinese herbal medicine (300 hours)
Tuina massage (360 hours)
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